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explore europe your way 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TRIP NAME MOORISH KINGDOM OF 
GRANADA 

TRIP CODE AGW 

TRIP DURATION 8 DAYS 

GRADE 

1 5432  

2 (INTRODUCTORY to 
MODERATE) 

2009 DATES 28 FEB#, 28 MAR*##, 30 
MAY**, 25 JUL***, 8 
AUG****, 5 SEP#, 14 NOV# 

2009 PRICE REFER TO www.utracks.com  

ACTIVITY GUIDED WALK 

ACCOMMODATION HOTELS 

date notes 

* Holy Week processions in Granada (not change to 
itinerary) 
** Festival programme (Corpus Christi) 
*** Summer programme 
**** Festival programme (Veranos del Corral) 

# preceded by 'Caliphs and Knights: 
Cordoba and Segura' 
## followed by 'Caliphs and Knights: 
Cordoba and Segura' 
(price reduction of 70 euros for taking 
both weeks) 

 

highlights 
 More than 500 years of time travel back to the Berber flat-roofed villages and the 

irrigated, terraced, high valleys of the Alpujarras 

 Mountain walks through three of the most beautiful natural parks of Andalusia 

 In summer, ascent to the summit of the Mulhacén (3482m / 11425 feet) 

 Friendly, family run hotels, bars and restaurants with delicious local dishes 

 The fabulous city of Granada with its superb Moorish architecture and the unique 
atmosphere of its tapas bars and evening entertainment 

At UTracks, it's all about u + the tracks you want to explore, be it walking the scenic tracks of the 
Austrian Alps, a leisurely cycle along the backroads of Tuscany, or trekking the famous Compostela Trail. 
We are specialists in active walking, trekking and cycling tours throughout Europe, with creative   
                                                     itineraries that feature the best of each region at the greatest possible  
                                                      value to you. There are more than 100 different self guided and small         
                                                      group guided itineraries on offer, lasting as few as four days or as many 
as 15 days throughout France, Germany, the Alps, Portugal, Iceland, Switzerland, Austria, Hungary, 
Croatia, Slovenia, Romania, Belgium, Czech Republic, Holland, Spain, Italy, Scotland and Ireland. The 
physical demands of the tours range from introductory to challenging - yet all offer unique opportunities 
to discover the 'untrodden' Europe, spanning postcard landscapes, centuries-old culture, rural lifestyles 
and tempting culinary delights. In short, they're flexible, unique adventures of 'undiscovered' corners that 
offer you a great deal of independence yet provide support when you need it. Best of all, they start on 
virtually any day of the week, so you can combine any tour to create exactly the holiday you want. 
Compare the price and you will see that we offer great value active programs that are virtually all-
inclusive, giving you more time to enjoy the wonders you've come to experience. 
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the trip 
The Moorish Kingdom of Granada was established in the thirteenth century 
encompassing the provinces of Granada, Málaga, and Almería. For 250 years the 
region had a thriving Islamic culture evidenced today by the architectural legacies found 
throughout the region. The Alhambra, a Moorish citadel and palace, is representative of 
the Muslim, Jewish and Christian influences which affected the Kingdom of Granada 
throughout the centuries. During this week long walking tour there will be ample time to 
contemplate the rich history of the region with a series of walks to visit centuries old 
Moorish towns and villages in the high valleys of the Alpujarras and the Tahá de Pitres, 
crumbling fortresses and castles and the troglodyte quarter of Guadix. Set at the foot of 
the snow capped Sierra Nevada mountain range, Granada is a natural base to traverse 
impressive trails before spending time in the cities Albayzin quarter and the Alhambra 
Palace.   
Note: The June-August departures follow slightly altered itineraries, with inclusions  
provided to take account of the 'Corpus Christi' and 'Veranos del Corral' festivals or 
summer walking opportunities i.e. an ascent of the Mulhacén (3482m), the highest 
mountain in the Iberian peninsula. 
 

Itinerary at a glance –28 Feb, 28 Mar, 5 Sep & 14 Nov  
DAY 1 Transfer from Málaga to Pampaneira, in the Alpujarras, for 2 nights and 

2 walks. 
DAY 2 Walk through the Moorish villages of the Tahá de Pitres (4.5 hrs). 

DAY 3 On foot on old transhumance paths (5 hrs) and crossing of the Sierra 
Nevada by 4WD. Two nights in La Calahorra village. 

DAY 4 Castle of La Calahorra; troglodyte quarter of Guadix; walk in the Sierra de 
Baza (4.5 hrs) 

DAY 5 Sierra de Huétor (4 hrs) or Vereda de la Estrella (5.5 hrs); arrival in 
Granada for the last 3 nights. 

DAY 6 Day of visits in Granada: Albayzín, Alhambra & Generalife palaces. 

DAY 7 Walk of the Arenales del Trevenque (3.5 hrs) and evening entertainment 

DAY 8 Transfer to Malaga, trip concludes 

Note: the order of the itinerary is indicative only and may be reversed on some 
departures. 

 
Itinerary Variations 

Festival Departure – 30 May & 8 Aug 
 
⇒ 2 nights in Pampaneira and 5 nights in Granada to attend a minimum of 3 

evening shows during the festivals (flamenco, music, dance, theatre); the touring 
component is identical to the standard departures. 

⇒ The 5 walks are: Tahá de Pitres; Transhumance paths; Trevenque; Sierra de 
Huétor AND Vereda de la Estrella. 
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Summer Departure – 25 July  
 
⇒ 5 nights in Pampaneira to include [besides the Tahá de Pitres and Trevenque] 3 

hikes to the summits of Sierra Nevada: Mulhacén (6 hrs); Trevélez torrent (5 
hrs); Upper Poqueira (5.5 hrs)  - no visit to La Calahorra or Guadix 

⇒ 2 nights in Granada (visits as for standard departures); evening tapas dinner and 
flamenco ballet at the Generalife 

 

detailed itinerary: 28 Feb, 28 Mar, 5 Sep & 14 Nov (refer above for other departures) 

DAY 1 Transfer from Málaga to Pampaneira 

 

From Malaga, a 2.5 hrs transfer brings you to the Sierra Nevada-
Alpujarras Natural Park. You will need to arrive in Malaga before 3 pm 
to take this transfer.  We spend our two first nights in the charming 
mountain village of Pampaneira. 

DAY 2 First walk in the Alpujarras: the Tahá de Pitres (4.5hrs) 

 

A historical walk on the local network of empedrado footpaths which 
takes us back to the eight centuries of Moorish Andalusia.   These little 
villages with flat roofs covered with launa (a sort of decomposed slate) 
and wash-houses... the high valleys with terrace cultivation and 
acequias (irrigation canals) retain the peaceful charm and harmony of 
the past. 

DAY 3 Walk from Trévelez to Juviles and cross Sierra Nevada on foot and 
by 4WD (4.5 hrs) 

 

On transhumance paths from Trevélez, well-known for its hams, to 
Juviles with its gorge. North-east by 4WD via the 2000m high Puerto 
de la Ragua pass, then descent on foot to the ruins of the Alcazaba de 
Aldeire fortress and to La Calahorra in the Marquesado de Zenete, 
where we spend two nights.  

DAY 4 La Calahorra, Guadix and Sierra de Baza   (4.5 hrs)   

 
Visit to La Calahorra castle with its fortress outside and palace within, 
and to the troglodyte quarter of Guadix.  Walk in the rocky scenery of 
the Natural Park of the Sierra de Baza. 

DAY 5 According to the level of the snow: Vereda de la Estrella/ Sierra de 
Huétor (4 hrs/ 5.5 hrs) 

 

Transfer to Granada for our last 3 nights.  Walk, according to the 
season, either the Vereda de la Estrella, past isolated farms and alps, 
with superb views of the famous trio of 11,000 ft summits; or the 
wooded Sierra de Huétor: panorama of all the Sierra Nevada. 

DAY 6 A  whole day to explore Granada 

 
The focus will be on the Albayzín, historically the most important 
quarter of Granada with something of a "village" atmosphere. 
 Afternoon in the fabulous Alhambra and Generalife palaces. 

DAY 7 Walk of the Arenales del Trevenque (3.5 hrs) 

 

During the walk you will take in the stunning dolomite scenery with 
fascinating alpine plants and the chance to see ibex (mountain goats). 
Afternoon free to shop or wander round the most attractive areas of 
Granada, in search of its Moorish and Mudéjar remains. 
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DAY 8 Transfer to Malaga, trip concludes 

 
Transfer to Málaga where we shall arrive at 10.30 at the earliest (an 
hour later for 25 Jul departure), or free morning in Granada for those 
continuing in the region. 

 

inclusions 
 Standard and summer departures – 28 Feb, 28 Mar, 25 Jul, 5 Sep and 14 Nov  

trips  - 7 breakfasts, 5 lunches, 6 dinners (does not include drinks) 
 Festival departure – 30 May and 08 August trips - 7 breakfasts, 5 lunches, 4 

dinners (does not include drinks). 
 Breakfasts are usually continental inclusive of bread or toast, tea and coffee. 

Lunch will be picnic style on some days, consisting of sandwiches, fruit and snacks 
or a buffet-picnic, and on other days a 3-course meal.  Dinner may start with soup, 
rice or pasta, followed by  either an egg, chicken, red meat or fish dish & finishing 
with a dessert of fruit, crême caramel, etc; on other nights, we shall have 
'raciones': a choice of communal dishes to pick from, 'Andalusian style' (no formal 
courses or dessert).   

 Please note in Spain dinners are generally served between 8.00pm – 9.30pm. 
 7 nights in 2 star hotels on a twin share basis  - they are small family-run hotels 

and rooms have private facilities. 
 Transfer to and from Malaga – transfers are before 3pm on day 1 and the 

earliest you will arrive in Malaga on day 8 is 10:30am (11:30am with 25 July 
departure) 

 Experienced walking guide
 Entrance to the Alhambra and Generalife palaces and any other entrance fees 

included in the itineraries. 
 One evening show in Granada (flamenco, concert, dance or play).   
 Note: Festival departures include at least 3 evening shows. 
 Luggage transfer and internal transfers where specified 

 

Items not included 
 Travel to and from Malaga 
 Sightseeing and entrance fees not included in the scheduled itinerary 
 Meals not included in the itinerary and all Drinks
 Items of a personal nature 
 Storage of luggage
 Arrival and departure transfers outside scheduled times 
 Travel Insurance 

 

getting to / from Malaga 
BY AIR The nearest international airport is Malaga. Malaga has connections 

from over 60 destinations including good connections from Barcelona 
and Madrid. 

BY TRAIN You can catch a train direct to Malaga from Madrid. Journey time is 
approximately 2.5 hours. View timetables and book tickets at 
http://horarios.renfe.es/hir/ingles.html   
If you travelling from Barcelona we recommend that you fly to Malaga 
as it is an easier and cheaper option.  
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TRANSFERS Our partner offers a free transfer from Malaga for train, coach or 
flight schedules that arrive before 15.00hrs on Sunday. Alternatively 
we can pick you up at a central Malaga hotel. You will need to advise 
your travel agent or UTracks consultant your arrival and departure 
details into Malaga so we can advise your transfer pick up details. For 
a later arrival, transfers will cost at least EUR100 per person (price 
subject to change). 
  

Our partner offers a free transfer to Malaga on the last Sunday.  
Arrival in Malaga will not be before 10.30 at the earliest, so you should 
not book any flight departing before 12.30 nor train/bus departing 
before 11.00. (please allow an extra hour for 25 July departure). A 
transfer for an earlier departure will cost at least 100 
euros per person (price subject to change).  Note: if you are continuing 
in Spain after this trip, it may not be necessary to return to Malaga, as 
Granada also has good rail, coach and air connections.  Please consult 
us about your itinerary. 
 

 

trip grading 
INTRODUCTORY to MODERATE – GRADE 2
This is a guided walk with average daily stages of 3.5 to 5 hours and slightly more for 
the summer departures. The trip is graded introductory to moderate as it is mainly on 
well defined mountain paths, with a few off path sections only. There are many ups and 
downs as you would expect in a mountainous region, and walking poles are definitely a 
good idea. A reasonable level of fitness is required. As with all of our trips it is 
important that you are well prepared. We suggest that you undertake regular exercise 
– swimming, cycling, and jogging, two to three times a week for three months prior to 
your departure.  

 

FAST FACTS 
VISAS Visas not required for citizens of Australia, Britain, Canada, USA 

and New Zealand. For all other nationalities please contact the 
relevant embassy 

COUNTRIES VISITED: Spain 

MINIMUM PAX This trip requires a minimum of 4 participants and the group 
may comprise of people from a range of countries.  

SPECIALSIT GEAR 
REQUIRED 

Sunscreen, walking boots, outer layer including rain jacket, day 
pack and sun hat – walking sticks are recommended. 

CLIMATE Mediterranean climate with abundant sunlight. During the 
walking season from April to October, you can expect 
temperatures ranging from 8 to 19 in  Spring/Autumn up to 20 
to 30 degrees in summer. At higher elevations, the 
temperatures fall slightly.  Rainfall is low except for winter snows.
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the region 
Granada is one of the main cities of Andalusia, with 300,000 inhabitants (not counting 
some 50,000 students - it has one of Spain's most prestigious universities, founded in 
1526).  An ancient city, reminders of the past are to be found on every corner. 
 Particularly noteworthy are the famous Nazari palaces of the Alhambra and Generalife, 
and the many other Moorish remains. Granada is the capital of one of the most 
mountainous provinces of Spain.  There are several sierras (mountain ranges), the 
most important of which have been declared Natural Parks, including the Sierra de 
Baza, Sierra de Castril, Sierra de Huétor, and above all the Sierra Nevada, the highest 
peaks of mainland Spain and a nature reserve of the utmost importance.  This 
enormous range dominates Granada city and the towns and villages of the lower slopes, 
in the Alpujarras on the south side and the Marquesado de Zenete on the north. 

 

how to book 
To book a UTRACKS trip, complete our booking form which is found at the back of our 
brochure or can be downloaded from our website www.utracks.com. On completion, fax 
or post the form to your nearest UTRACKS or World Expeditions office along with full 
payment by cheque or credit card (note: surcharges apply for credit card payments). 
World Expeditions/UTRACKS has access to pre and post accommodation and 
competitive airfares to Europe. Call your nearest UTRACKS/World Expeditions office or 
travel agent for assistance with your travel arrangements including flights, travel 
insurance & additional accommodation. 

 

SLIDE SHOWS 

UTracks invites you to attend our inspiring adventure travel slide shows. These special 
evenings are designed to inform and entertain and are hosted by our most experienced and 
passionate adventure travellers.  Ask our staff for a slide show schedule or register on our 
website – www.utracks.com. Shows can fill early so it is important to register your 
attendance so we know to save a seat, or two! 

 

ENEWSLETTER 

To keep up to date with our new and exciting adventure opportunities, special promotions 
and adventure news, subscribe to our monthly e-newsletter! You can do this on line through 
our website, www.utracks.com or contact our office. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTE 

THESE TRIP NOTES REPRESENT THE MOST CURRENT INFORMATION AVAILABLE FOR THIS ITINERARY, AND 
SUPERSEDE ANY INFORMATION DETAILED IN THE CURRENT BROCHURE, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO THE 
ITINERARY AND PRICE. 
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talk to us 
If you require any further assistance regarding this trip or any other adventure, please 
contact your nearest UTRACKS or World Expeditions office. 

 
 
 
AUSTRALIA 
UTracks / World Expeditions 
Level 5, 71 York St 
Sydney NSW 2000 
T: (02) 8270 8488 
F: (02) 8270 8489 
Toll free: 1300 303 368 
info@utracks.com.au 
 
 
Feel free to visit our World 
Expeditions offices in:- 
• Melbourne 
• Perth 
• Brisbane 
• Adelaide (Thor Travel)  
Our staff will be happy to assist 
with your enquiries. For 
address and office phone 
numbers see our website at 
www.worldexpeditions.com 
 

NORTH AMERICA 
World Expeditions 
78 George St 
Ottawa, Ontario 
Canada 
K1N 5W1 
T: 613 241 2700 
F: 613 2414189 
Toll Free:  1-800-567-2216 
info@worldexpeditions.com 
 
Canada - Montreal 
Expéditions Monde 
1705 St-Denis 
Montréal, Québec 
Canada 
H2X 3K4 
T: 514 844 6364 
F: 514 844 8144 
Toll Free: 1-866-606-1721 
info@expeditionsmonde.com 
 
 

NEW ZEALAND 
World Expeditions 
Level 2, 35 High St 
Auckland CBD 
PO Box 137-052 
Parnell, Auckland 
T: (09) 368 4161 
F: (09) 368 4162 
Toll Free: 0800 350 354 
info@worldexpeditions.co.nz 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNITED KINGDOM 
World Expeditions 
81 Craven Gardens 
Wimbledon 
London SW19 8LU 
T: 0845 241 7599 
F: 020 8543 8316  
T: 1800 946 258 (Ireland) 
info@utracks.com 
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